As this fall continues, the animal first becomes insensible, then the respiration gradually ceases, and lastly, the heart stops beating. If the chloroform is less diluted, the fall is more rapid, but is always gradual, so long as the otlier conditions are maintained ; and however concentrated the chloroform may be, it never causes sudden death from stoppage of the heart.
The greater the degree of dilution, the less rapid is the fall, until a degree of dilution is reached which no longer appreciably lowers the blood-pressure or produces antesthesia.
(2) If the inhalation is interrupted at any stage, the fall of pressure still continues at a rate which depends altogether on the rapidity of the fall while the chloroform was being inhaled. This after-fall is probably due to absorption of a portion of the residue of chloroform in the air passages after the stoppage of the inhalation. 
